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apart from its complicated national problems, the Dual Monarchy, like the other Central and East European military monarchies, was burdened with an unavoidable political revolution. There was no reason why the Hapsburg regime should survive a test before which those of the Hohenzollerns and the Romanovs broke down ; but, during the first stages of the war, there seemed also to be no reason why the Danubian state, perhaps under an altered regime, should not survive the War just as did other states, both victors and defeated.
Although some Czech regiments went over to the Russians, it can hardly be doubted that throughout the first period of the War the Austro-Hungarian war effort was supported by a majority of all the nationalities. But that support was rather negative, and was the outcome of disagreement about what regime should take over the Hapsburg inheritance. Amongst the Southern Slavs there was strong antagonism between the Serbian government and the democratic elements. The former had plans for a Great Serbian monarchy under the rule of the Karageorgevic and under the dominant influence of the Serb army, which were later to be realised in the Yugoslav state. The democrats, supported by most of the Austrian Southern Slavs, proposed to unite all Southern Slavs, including the Bulgarians, in a free and democratic federation, but to leave the dynastic question to be settled by a future Constituent Assembly. Among this latter group, even in 1915, a plan for a trialist reconstruction of the Hapsburg Monarchy, perhaps without the dynasty and on a republican basis, was still very popular.1 Amongst the Poles, a Russian-orientated group, which preferred the unification of all Poles in one state, no matter how little independence they would enjoy there, opposed the pro-Austrian faction., which hoped for a Polish state which should be autonomous although it included only part of the Polish nation.2 There can be no doubt that the Russophile tendency had very few supporters among the Austrian, as distinct from the Prussian Poles. Amongst the Czechs, during the first period of the War, there were very few who believed a complete dissolution of the Hapsburg State possible or even desirable. If they hoped for and helped to bring about an Allied victory, it was in the expectation that military defeat would result in a political reconstruction of the Austrian Empire favourable to the interests of the oppressed nationalities.3 The Italians alone, and some of the Rumanians, were clearly
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